There had been talk of a year end volleyball championship for a few years, and on August 12, 2006, the following email went out to some of the league members. It caught us by surprise. Gary Romanovich is a web consultant that sells his services to some of the other leagues. I don’t know if he does something other than run the webs and emails:

Greetings!

 

Introducing the first annual Elizabeth Seton Volleyball Championship Invitational Tournament for 8th grade Boy’s & Girl’s from Catholic Schools within the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

 

32 girl’s “A” Teams

32 Girl’s “B” Teams

24 Boy’s Teams

 

Monday, October 30th through Sunday November 5th
 

Waynz World Athletic Complex

22665 west National Ave.

Vernon, WI 53186

 

For more information please see:  http://www.thesetonchampiontournament.org/
 

Regards,

 

Gary A. Romanowich

 

As always, if you would like to be removed from this mailing list, just reply to let me know.

This was getting around the league, as volleyball season was just starting. Our league  talked about it, and one of our coaches asked Roger Lewicki, our league VB Coordinator, about this tournament. Roger responded 
Dave - The guy running the tournament is Tom McElmeel the Athletic Director at WCSS.  Parkview's concerns are 1) The timing of the tournament is the week of Oct. 30 which is when most Parkview schools do team splits and practices for basketball.  It is also the same time as the Metro Conference tournament.  Metro has already collected the money and stated that their tournament is mandatory.  Did Tom address either of these issues? I doubt it. 2) The first $15,000 of profit goes to the WCSS Athletic Department.  Any profit over and above that (if any) will go to the 2 charities.  How much money does Holy Apostles make in their tournaments?  The entry fee of $150 times 88 teams if they get them only comes to $13,200.  After you deduct refs, renting Waynz World and trophies there is no money left.  Concessions and admissions can generate some revenue and so can sponsors if they get any, however our gut feel is that WCSS will profit much more than any charity.  3) With such a short season, 3 tournaments is enough for most coaches.  If Seaton is a fourth, some coaches may opt out of the HA or St. Luke tournaments for example and substitute it with this one, either due to financial or time constraints, hurting HA and St. Luke for the benefit of WCSS.  4) We feel that B teams do not make for a "Padre" type tournament and will diminish the quality of the tournament.  Inviting 32 girls A ,32 Girls B and 24 boys teams is like inviting anyone and everyone who will attend.  Again, this seems like an effort to raise money under the guise of calling it a volleyball Padre.  
 
I coach 8th grade at St. Luke and the girls and parents are already asking me about it.  For these girls, this is their one and only chance to participate and I don't want to be the one to deny them the opportunity to at least see what it is all about, so I told my girls that the St. Luke Athletic Board must talk to the girls parents, basketball coaches, etc and make a decision before I can give them any indication as to whether or not we will participate.  In the end it is up to each school and team to decide.  We are just trying to bring out our concerns. HA must make up their own mind as does St. Luke, St. Mary's etc. Just make sure your 8th grade basketball people understand they can not do anything until this tournament is over.  Good Luck. 


A meeting of the Archdiocesan policy committee  was set and cancelled, and then rescheduled for March 14, 2007. The WCSS presented an income statement from the first Seton showing revenue of $32,315, expenses of $23,376.  Of the net income of $9,000, $1,000 was given to this tuition assistance fund, and $500 to the foundation for religious retirement.It was at this meeting that the percentages were approved. 
4/30/07 from Roger Lewicki to Tom McElmeel

Tom - See notice below.  Our volleyball meeting for next season is May 22 at St. Mary's Hales Corners.  We do not have a meeting in the fall.  If you wanted to speak to our membership about the Elizabeth Ann Seton volleyball Tournament next year, this would be your only chance.  Did you ever resolve the issue regarding the profits and charity contributions?  My recollection was that you were going to talk to the WCSS board and come back with a proposal to Scott Weyda and the rest of us who were at that meeting as to a proposed percentage of the profits up to a certain level, or a minimum / maximum take for WCSS and the Charities.  You were going to pursue possibly having 5th, 6th or 7th grade volleyball tournaments next year to augment your losses from last year and add to your overall profits.  I think this needs to be resolved if it has not been yet.  Let me know the status of this and if you would like to make a pitch for your tournament at our meeting.  Thanks. 

The reply on 5/1/07

From: "Tom McElmeel" <mcelmeelt@archmil.org>
Reply-To: <mcelmeelt@archmil.org>
To: "ROGER LEWICKI" <rogerlewicki@hotmail.com>
Subject: Re: FW: [Volleyball] Parkview meeting
Date: Mon, 30 Apr 2007 17:55:04 -0500
Roger, I think we will pass on the May 22 meeting. Not sure we will have all the stuff ready by then. I will have a list of volleyball coordinators to contact in the fall. We did send a proposal back to Scott about finances. Our proposal was that we would do a 70/30 split of the profits for this upcoming year and further years until we reach a point where Waukesha catholic recieves a $10,000.00 profit. At that time we will go to a 60/40 split. We think that gives us and future athletic boards the incentive to financially grow the tournament and thus increase revenues for all non profit groups involoved. We got the ok from Scott about a month ago to proceed based on those numbers.

Then, we had a Parkview meeting on May 22, 2007, where they asked about percentages for the Seton. I apparently gave wrong numbers, because the minutes read:
Discussion of Seton VB tournament. Keith’s percentages were in error, they were approved to continue with the tournament with a 70/30 split of the profits initially and a 60/40 split after they reach $10K in profits. The split would go to some local charities.  Initailly it was going to be some Waukesha based scholarship fund but that is probably going to need to be broader based. There was still concern expressed from some members that more, if not all should be going to charity. They claim they are forgoing their longstanding volleyball tournaments that generated $10K in profits, and this is Seton is replacing what they gave up.

9/5/07, an informational packet went out from the seton, saying

Proceeds – Proceeds from The Seton are divided among three non profit groups. Waukesha Catholic, Milwaukee Archdiocese sisters retirement fund and an archdiocese tuition assistance fund for Catholic grade school, are the benefactors of the tournament.

